LSA Summer ’07 Course: Language Acquisition Methodologies and Practices: How They Alter the Pursuit of the Scientific Study of Language

Course Information

A. Language Acquisition Methodologies and Practices: How They Alter the Pursuit of the Scientific Study of Language

B. Instructors:
Suzanne Flynn (Lead Instructor)
Barbara Lust (Assistant Lead Instructor)

Associates:
María Blume

Yuchin Chien

Kenneth Drozd




Cristina Dye

C. Description: The study of language acquisition today requires collaborative and interdisciplinary research based on reliable and replicable cross-linguistic data sets. Collecting and creating these sets is a complex process involving not only the participant subjects but also audio-visual resources and associated technologies including cyberinfrastructure.  In addition, they require making syntax, semantics, phonology and pragmatics accessible and relating these domains to various other areas of cognitive science.

In this class we will explore how to motivate and create these data sets by exploring a range of experimental hypotheses and methodologies for first and multiple language acquisition across the human lifespan. We will also consider how both to analyze the data and relate the results to theoretical issues in linguistics and beyond.

The development and use of a Virtual Center for Language Acquisition will be introduced.  Students will be asked to create mini-projects and conduct field research in a test of a task and linguistic hypothesis for language acquisition research.

D. Prerequisites: Minimal:  Students should have some familiarity with formal linguistic theory.  An introductory knowledge is adequate.  Students should also have some experience or familiarity with first or bilingual language acquisition. If students are unsure about their backgrounds for this class, please talk with one of the instructors.  

E. Presession Courses:

· Statistics for Linguists [A] and [B]:
Recommended

· Using CHILDES:



Recommended

· Experimental Design for Linguists:
Recommended

F. Areas course fits into:


-Empirical methods


-Experimental methods


-Language Acquisition


-Morphology/Syntax


-Phonetics/Phonology


-Psycholinguistics


-Quantitative methods



-Semantics/Pragmatics

I. Biographical statement for each instructor:

Principal Instructors:

A. Suzanne Flynn

Professor of Linguistics and Language Acquisition, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

BA University of Massachusetts

MS University of Puerto Rico

MA Cornell University

PhD Cornell University 

My research interests focus on the acquisition of various aspects of cross-linguistic syntax by both children and adults in bilingual, second and third language acquisition contexts.  I am particularly interested in using the multilingual mind/brain to inform to cognitive and linguistic theories. Most recently, my work has also focused on the neural representation of the multilingual brain through MEG studies as well as on the phonological and acoustic underpinnings of accent.  I also focus on understanding and developing research methodologies that most precisely evaluate developing linguistic competence.  

Publications:

Flynn, Suzanne and Foley, Claire. (To appear).  “Empirically Measuring and Evaluating Developing Linguistic Competence in the Multilingual.” In Ritchie, William and Bhatia, Taj (eds.). Handbook of Second Language Acquisition, Second Edition. Elsevier.

Flynn, Suzanne; Foley, Claire and Vinnitskaya, Inna. 2004. “The Cumulative Enhancement Model of Language Acquisition: Comparing Adults’ and Children’s Patterns of Development in First, Second and Third Language Acquisition of Relative Clauses.  International Journal of Multilingualism, 1:1, 3-17.

Lust, Barbara;  Flynn, Suzanne;  Foley, Claire & Chien, Yu-Chin. 1999.  “How Do We Know What Children Know? Establishing Scientific Methods for the Study of First Language Acquisition.”  In Wm. Ritchie & T. Bhatia (Eds.), Handbook of Child Language Acquisition, pp. 427-456.  Academic Press.

Web.mit.edu/ling/www/flynn.home.html

B. Barbara Lust 
Professor, Cornell University

BA Manhattanville College, MA Fordham University, 

Ph.D Graduate Center of City University of New York, post-doctoral study MIT

Professor at Cornell in Graduate fields of:  Developmental Psychology, Linguistics, Information Science, Cognitive Science.  Director of Cornell Language Acquisition Lab.

Research Interests: Cognitive Science, in particular language acquisition.  Research approach is interdisciplinary, linking linguistic theory to experimental research methods including developmental and experimental psychology, and cross-linguistic.

Publications:

Lust, Barbara. 2006. Child Language. Acquisition and Growth.  Cambridge University Press.

Lust, Barbara. and Foley, Claire. 2004. Language Acquisition. The Essential Readings. Blackwell

Lust, Barbara., Flynn, Suzanne., Foley, Claire., & Chien, Yuchin. (1999).  How Do We Know What Children Know? Establishing Scientific Methods for the Study of First Language Acquisition.  In William. Ritchie & Taj. Bhatia (Eds.), Handbook of Child Language Acquisition, pp. 427-456.  Academic Press.
www.clal.cornell.edu/vcla
Associate Instructors:

A. María Blume

Assistant Professor, UTEP, Linguistics

BA, Licenciatura Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú

MA, Ph.D., Post-doc Cornell University

Co-Director of the UTEP Language Acquisition Research Lab.

Research Interests: First and Second Language Acquisition, Bilingualism, Spanish, Andean Languages. 

Publications:

Lust, B., Blume, M., and Ogden, T. (In prep.) Cornell University Virtual Linguistics Lab (VLL) Research Methods Manual. Scientific Methods for study of Language Acquisition. 

Lust, B., Blume, M., Somashekar, S., and Ogen, T. (In prep.) Data Transcription and Analysis Tool User's Manual.
Dye, Cristina; Foley, Claire; Blume, María and Lust, Barbara. “Mismatches between Morphology and Syntax in First Language Acquisition Suggest a "Syntax-First" Model.”  BUCLD 18 Proceedings Supplement.

B. Yuchin Chien

Professor and Associate Chair, Department of Psychology, California State University, San Bernardino

BS National Chengchi University (Taiwan), MA Cornell University, Ph.D. Cornell University, Post-doctoral study University of California, Irvine

Research Interests: Experimental study of (1) language acquisition from a cross-linguistic perspective and (2) interaction between language-specific features and cognition

Publications:

Chien, Yuchin and Lust, Barbara. (2006). Chinese children’s knowledge of the Binding Principles.  In P. Li, L. H. Tan, E. Bates, and O. J. L. Tzeng (Eds.) Handbook of East Asian Psycholinguistics (Vol. 1: Chinese), (pp. 23-38). Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press.  

Chien, Yuchin., Lust, Barbara, & Chiang, C.-P. (2003). Chinese children’s comprehension of count-classifiers and mass-classifiers.  Journal of East Asian Linguistics, 12, 91-120.

C. Ken Drozd, University of Aarhus
D. Cristina Dye

Lecturer, Romance Studies Department, Cornell University

PhD Cornell University

MA Cornell University

Language acquisition, linguistic theory, multilingualism, neuro-biological substrates of language

Publications
Dye, Cristina. “The status of ostensibly nonfinite matrix verbs in child French: Results from a new corpus.” Proceedings of the 29th Boston University Conference on Language Development. ed. by Alejna Brugos, Manuella R. Clark-Cotton, & Seungwan Ha, 168-179. Boston: Cascadilla Press. 2005.

Dye, Cristina. “Optional infinitives or silent auxes? New evidence from Romance.” Romance Languages and Linguistic Theory 2002. Selected papers from ‘Going Romance’ 2002, Groningen, 28-30 November, ed. by Reineke Bok-Bennema, Bart Hollebrandse, Brigitte Kampers-Manhe & Petra Sleeman, 83-98. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 2004.

Dye, Cristina., Claire Foley, Maria Blume & Barbara Lust. “Mismatches between morphology and syntax in first language acquisition suggest a ‘syntax-first’ model.” Supplement to the Proceedings of the 28th Boston University Conference on Language Development. 2004.

www.people.cornell.edu/pages/cdd6
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